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Introduction

• Update on the development of AIRO

• The Atlas of the Island of Ireland



All-Island Research Observatory

• SEUPB funded 6 month pilot study; 
• NUIM, QUB, DkIT
• Set of recommendations to funders for the development of a system
• Main focus was towards the collection and dissemination of 

‘cleaned’, ‘compatible’ and ‘reliable’ cross border data to users
– Publications, Contact information, Statistics, Maps, Priority Indicators etc

• Provide planners and policy makers with useful information to better 
enable regional planning
– Cross Border Region but to be extended to all NUTS111 regions















Instant Atlas



Future Developments

• Continuation funding via SEUPB has stalled. 
– 1 post, 4 student interns, data and software costs
– Priority indicators, Website development and populating, Geo-tool 

development, data gathering and analysis
– Create steering group to shape the future of AIRO
– Development hampered: lack of funding to purchase required software 

and datasets (OSI,OSNI etc)
– Some developments undergoing; HEA funding (PRLTI, 3 yrs)

• Website developments, generating cross border datasets etc
• AIRO has primarily focussed on developing 

– The Atlas of the Island of Ireland – Mapping Social and Economic Change
– Priority indicators



The Atlas of the Island of Ireland – Mapping Social and 
Economic Change

Funded by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government

Atlas developed by members of AIRO and ICLRD



62 variables mapped for the Island of Ireland in 1991 and 2001/02
General Demographics: Age Bands, Dependency Rate, Religion, Marital Status
Housing, Travel and Transport: Cars per HHld, Distance to Work, Household Tenure and Type
Economy: Labour Force Participation, Economic Dependency, Industry of Employment



Atlas Format
• Each variable is explored across a double page spread
• Left hand page: Maps of the relevant variable in 1991 and 

2001(NI)/2002(RoI) and a Cartogram of 2001/02 data
• Right hand page: Map and Cartogram of change from 1991 – 2001/02
• Textual description comes from members of ICLRD







Conclusion
• Work with cross border data towards

– Development of comparable datasets at a local, regional and national level
• Dissemination of useful processed output to planners and policy 

makers
– Completed Maps, Easy to use Mapping Tools, Charts and Graphs, Priority 

Indicators etc
– Provide added value to raw spatial data developed by NISRA, CSO, OSI, OSNI 

etc
– Cross-border and individual NUTS 111 regions

• Work with key data organisations North and South
• Work towards the better harmonisation of data sets north and south
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