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Back-to-back: NSS – Border Region



Back-to-back: RDS – Northern Ireland
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* Needs evidence base to guide policy *







Present difficulties in providing 
evidence base

• 1) Availability
– Data are not available or only has limited availability or are only 

available at certain scales (e.g., the national but not at regional 
or county-level).  

• 2) Sourcing
– Some data are difficult to source because they are not openly 

published or not published at suitable scales for meaningful 
analysis. It is not always clear who is responsible for compiling 
some data.  



Present difficulties in providing 
evidence base

• 3) Questions and what is being measured
– Survey instruments between jurisdictions often vary in terms of 

the questions being asked, or are measuring related but subtly 
different phenomena. 



RoI NI Same
If your accomodation is rented how much 
does your household pay?
- Answer in €’s and frequency

No

Over the last 12 months would you say 
your health has been:
Good/Fairly good/Not Good

No

What is the nature of the occupancy of 
your household’s occupation?
• Owner occupied where loan or mortgage 
repayments are being made

• Owner occupied where no loan or 
mortgage repayments are being made

• Being purchased from a Local Authority 
under a Tenant Purchase Scheme

• Rented from a Local Authority

• Rented unfurnished other than from a 

Local Authority

Does your household own or rent the 
accommodation?
• Owns outright

• Owns with a mortgage or loan

• Pays part rent and part mortgage 
(shared ownership)

• Rents

Lives here rent free

Part



Present difficulties in providing 
evidence base

• 4) Data units and categories
– Data measurement between the jurisdictions can collect data 

into different data units, but analysis can also classify data 
into different categories making comparison between 
jurisdictions tricky because like is not always being 
compared with like.



Present difficulties in providing 
evidence base

• Social Class/Social Grade
– RoI

• Professional Workers 
• Managerial and technical 
• Non-manual 
• Skilled manual 
• Semi-skilled 
• Unskilled 
• All other gainfully occupied 

– NI
• AB. Higher and intermediate managerial / administrative / professional 
• C1. Supervisory, clerical, junior managerial / administrative / 

professional 
• C2. Skilled manual workers 
• D. Semi-skilled and unskilled manual workers 
• E. On state benefit, unemployed, lowest grade workers 



Present difficulties in providing 
evidence base

• 5) Spatial scales
– Data across jurisdictions are not necessarily 

collected or reported at the same spatial scales.  
MAUP issues.

– RoI: National, NUTS 111, County, DED

– NI: National, NUTS 111, District, Wards, SOA, OA

Unit Number Av. Population Av. Size (KM sq)

DED’s 3414 1062 20.4

OA’s 5022 337 2.8

Wards 582 3000 approx. 24



Population Count 2001/02
Cavan and Monaghan DED’s
Fermanagh OA’s

Population Count 2001/02
Cavan and Monaghan DED’s
Fermanagh Ward’s



Present difficulties in providing 
evidence base

• 6) Synchronicity
– Data are often reported for different years 

or time-series data is unavailable

– E.g. Census
• RoI every 5 years: 1996, 2002, 2006, 2011

• NI every 10 years: 1991, 2001, 2011



Present difficulties in providing 
evidence base

• 7) Data continuity.  The areas into which data are 
collected, or the units being used, are periodically 
altered making comparison between areas difficult.

• 8) Data clarity/metadata.  In some cases it is not 
clear how statistical material had been derived, this 
particularly the case if data were calculated using a 
formula.  

• 9) Context.  In some cases data differ because 
different policies operate across the different 
jurisdictions.  For example, disposal income varies as 
a function of the tax regime not simply the level of 
earnings.



Solutions to these problems

• INSPIRE
• Mosiac

– Geohub
– Spatial Indicators - Moland (Monitoring Land 

Cover/Use Dynamics) 

• North-West Data Capture Project
• Mapping Interreg
• Cross-Border Regional Research 

Observatory (RRO)



Mapping Interreg

• Track the location of projects funded by cross 
border programmes

• Interactive maps that form an interface to 
BorderIreland database

http://www.borderireland.info/



This is the menu from which 
the user can select the various 
layers to be loaded onto the 
map, based on queries to the 
database.

Layers are then loaded up 
on this interactive map.



Having selected a county on the map this 
information box will appear with a detailed 
explanation of what is in the county. 



When a point is clicked on this table 
is presented to the user. If an exact 
location was found it contains a 
single entry. Multiple entries occur 
when buildings are close together. 
Zooming in to higher levels can 
increase the chance of a single 
match.



Cross-Border RRO



Portals

• Directory & Publications

• Spatial data inventory 



RRO – Priority Indicators



RRO – Priority Indicators



RRO – Priority Indicators







Mapping Module



Geo-Profiling tool



Conclusions

• Collaborative, evidence-based planning 
requires sound evidence

• There are (pilot) initiatives underway to 
address fundamental data issues

• There is much more that needs to be 
done

• Should be a key strategic area of 
investment
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