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1. Operational assistance

2. Networking and training

3. Helping to outline coherent policy

4. European programs
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▪ Réseau City Twins



Housing and land issues on the franco-swiss
and the franco-spanish borders

Context and basic data

- Understanding  the situation of housing and land
on both sides of the border,

- Analyzing the planning , housing and land policies
in these cross border areas, 

- Proposing solutions to solve specific 
problems they meet.
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Housing and land issues on the franco-swiss
and the franco-spanish borders

Mains issues
- How the border can have an impact on the level of housing prices
on both sides of this border,
- How many people of a country choose to live on one side of the
border because prices are much cheaper and land more available?
- How planning policies are different (with strong and weak points) of both 

sides of the border as well as housing and land  policies?
- How these policies are managed in the cross border territory?
- How to be inspired by good practices of the neighbouring countries and 
exchange informations?
- How coordinating policies on both sides and sometimes implementing
cross border housing and land policies ?



The case of France-Vaud-Geneva 
conurbation 
(FR-CH)



Housing and land issues in Geneva cross border 
conurbation

Main points of context

- A Swiss city landlocked in France

- A lot of cross border floods

- A very attractive and dynamic territory

- One of the most achieved cross border project in Europe.



Political perimeter of the cross border 
territory

BELLEGARDE REIGNIER

BOEGE

ANNEMASSE

SIVOM du Bas 
Chablais

27 214 hab

Communauté
de Communes 

du Pays de Gex
61 505 hab

Communauté
de Communes 

du Bassin 
Bellegardien
18 405  hab

SIVOM de la 
Vallée Verte

6 014 hab

Communauté
de Communes 

des Voirons
12 448 hab

Communauté
de Communes 
Arve et Salève

14 171 hab

Communauté
de Communes de 
l’Agglomération 
Annemassienne

58 697 hab

Agglomération 
franco-valdo-genevoise

Agglomération 
franco-valdo-genevoise

Communauté de Communes du Genevois – janvier 2004
Source : INSEE, OCSTAT, SCRIS, estimations SED – chiffres 2003

CANTON
DE GENEVE
427 705 hab

Communauté
de Communes 
du Genevois
29 183 hab

Communauté
de Communes 
de la Semine

3 010 hab

District de Nyon 
60 925 hab

Total Habitants = 721 974



Housing and land issues in Geneva cross border 
conurbation

Problems and consequences

- A very expensive area for housing and land.

- Very different systems for housing and land policies

- Genevan planning laws which impact the French territory



Housing and land issues in Geneva cross border 
conurbation

A cross border solution ?

-A lot of tools of the French side, unlike the Genevan side.

- Local authorities on both sides of the border which recently
realized the problem, and take it into account in the project of
cross border territory.

- A partial solution : a financial contribution of Genevan
authorities to French tools
Does not solve the problem of urbanization, exclusive to the
french side.



The case of the basque coast
(FR-ES)

The case of the Basque cross border coast
(FR-ES)



Housing and land issues on the Basque coast
A growing cross-border area but important contrasts on 

both sides of the border



Housing and land issues on the Basque coast

A division north-south divide in urban forms of this growth

On the French side

On the Spanish side



Housing and land issues on the Basque coast
Limited cross-border interactions

Hendaye
(Fr)

Irun
(Es)

Hondarribia
(Es)



Housing and land issues on the Basque coast
production tools of land and housing





• www. espaces-transfrontaliers.eu
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