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The Atlas of the Island of Ireland: 
Mapping Social and Economic Change 
provides for the first time a set of full colour,
detailed maps and cartograms for a range of
variables across the whole island of Ireland.
Such maps have traditionally been difficult to

produce because data are often incom-
patible due to differences in data col-

lection across jurisdictions. 
The Atlas provides a fascinating
insight into population, housing,

transport and the economy across the
island and how these have changed
since 1991.
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‘‘This Atlas presents a fascinating insight

into the island of Ireland in recent times

and will provide an exceptional source 

of information for planning at different 

levels.’’

John Gormley, T.D. 

and Conor Murphy, M.P., M.L.A.
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We live in a time of ever-increasing cooperation

between the administrations and peoples of the

Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Since the ceasefires of the early 1990s,

numerous cross-border initiatives, have been

enacted aimed at fostering peace and recon-

ciliation, increasing trade, sharing resources,

and producing meaningful collaboration

on issues of shared benefit. 

Significant progress has been made to date, despite the

fact that there is a dearth of cross-border data that might

have informed key decision making in such initiatives.

Creating compatible data can greatly support the peace

process and collaboration across different sectors of 

society, economy and the environment

The aim of this book is straightforward. 

It is to present a set of data relating to the whole

island of Ireland to provide a basic evidence base for

thinking about the social and economic questions 

affecting both jurisdictions.

'The Atlas provides a set of detailed all-island maps and 

cartograms for sixty two variables, showing change

between 1991-2001/02, along with commentaries and a

discussion of cross-border data issues.' 

The Atlas is a collaborative venture between the 

All-Island Research Observatory (AIRO) and the

International Centre for Local and Regional

Development (ICLRD).

www.iclrd.org, 
www.airo.ie
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