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ESDP: Some Thoughts
Sexy
− European
− Spatial

Mandarin views
Theoretical
Cultural attitudes to planning
Impact

Return of territorial and spatial Issues to the 
policy agenda























“There should be a 
strengthened National 
Planning Framework which 
enables better direction, 
coordination and 
prioritisation of project and 
programme spend.”
Scottish Parliament Finance 
Committee, March 2005
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Employment Growth in City 
Regions* 1999-2004

% Employment 
Growth in City 
(UA)

% Employment 
Growth in rest of 
City region

* City Regions defined 
using UAs proposed in 
“Making Development 
Plans Deliver”

9.7%
2.2%

Source: Annual Business Inquiry
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Population projected to 
increase 

Significant growth in 
South East

Decline in specific areas

Local variations

Uncertainty on migration

Population Change



Age Structure
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/1b/Victoria_Square_completed.jpg










NPF2 Strategy



NPF2 Strategy: Key Elements

Key challenges and considerations

Strategy for Scotland’s development to 2030

Strategic infrastructure

Spatial perspectives

Suite of national developments

Making it happen





National Developments



National developments comprise:

Airport Enhancements

Ports and Strategic Rail Enhancements

Grid Reinforcements 

Commonwealth Games

Glasgow Strategic Drainage Plan

National Developments











NPF2 Participation: 
Issues and Challenges

Difficulties in engaging on 
strategic issues
Range of approaches and 
mechanisms
Single issue groups/interests
Business interests mostly 
passive
Alignment within Government



Key Issues from the 
Consultation

Stakeholder feedback generally positive

Desire for more concise document

Too much focus on Central Belt 

Need to promote economic opportunities 
across Scotland

Additional national developments suggested
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