
People, Places, Futures 
The Wales Spatial Plan 

Grant Duncan
Spatial Plan Wales





Today’s Presentation

Why have a Spatial Plan?

What does it do?

Where are we now?

Future challenges



Why have a Wales Spatial Plan ?

Improving decision making through better 

collaboration 

What can and should happen where

20 year vision

One size does not fit all – Recognising and 

responding to differing needs and opportunities

Joined up approach to complex issues

Better use of public finance



People, Places, Futures –
The Wales Spatial Plan 2008 Update

Original Plan adopted 
Nov 2004

2008 Update adopted 
July 2008



Line of Sight: Local-National



Key features

National Vision around 
five themes

Six area strategies:

North-West
North-East
Central
South-East
Swansea Bay
Pembrokeshire Haven



What does it do?

Areas with ‘fuzzy’ boundaries



Central Wales Diagram



So what does it do?

Ensures better engagement and 
governance

Produces evidence 

Shapes policy, informs plans

Aligns investment



Who is involved?

Minister for Finance and Public Service Delivery
Lead Minister and SeniorCivilServant for each 
area
Public Services Delivery Cabinet Committee

Spatial Plan Area Groups
Cross Border (England) 

Local Service Boards



Who is involved?



Evidence

Geographical Information

Analysis
Visualisation / communication 

Importance of telling a story – the missing 
link between data and policy makers



Composite 
maps for 

national themes



Composite 
maps for 

national themes



Single topic 
maps



Intranet Mapping Tool



Shapes policy, informs plans

An integration tool
Ensures policies are sensitive to place, and
responsive to needs and opportunities

Strategies will be assessed against the Wales 
Spatial Plan to ensure alignment with its 
principles and priorities



Informing Plans, Shaping Policy

Ensures policies are sensitive to place, 
responsive to needs and opportunities

Local Development Plans

National and Regional Transport Plans

Regeneration programmes

European Funding Frameworks

Housing Strategies



Aligning Investment 

Ensuring that public investment is made in the places
and services where it is most needed.

Departmental Priorities

European Structural Funds Programme 2007-2013

Investment in Regeneration

Strategic Capital Investment

Better Understanding of Where WAG Money is Spent



Where are we now?

Wales Spatial Plan 2008 Update adopted by the Assembly 
8th July

Area strategies and delivery frameworks agreed 

European Union funding frameworks in place, projects 
coming forward

Ministers and senior civil servants in place for each Spatial 
Plan Area

Process of aligning investment with the WSP



Where are we now – X-Border?

MERSEY DEE ALLIANCE

NE Wales, NW England

Agreed Priorities
Key Sites
Skills-Labour mkt
Transport and Access
Sustainability

MoU WEST MIDLANDS

Central Wales,West-Midlands 

Thematic groups
Transport, 
Health and Social 
Care, 
Environment, and 

Community. 



Spatial plan area reporting



Future Challenges

Keeping momentum in collaboration 
processes

Communication

Spatial Plan input major cross-cutting 
problems - climate change, child poverty, 
economic inactivity & unemployment
Linkages to Community Strategies 



Contact us

Thank you!
Questions?

WSP@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Grant Duncan

Natalie Grohmann
Daniel Jones

Juliet Martinez

mailto:WSP@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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